What’s the Difference?
	ACT
	SAT

	Components:  Science, Math , Reading, English, Writing (optional)
	Components: Critical Reading, Math, Writing

	Accepted Nationally (UC, CSU, & Ivy Leagues)
	Accepted Nationally (UC, CSU, & Ivy Leagues)

	Curriculum based, achievement test, measures what you have learned in school. Also provides an Interest Inventory and Student Profile section
	Aptitude test, tests reasoning and verbal abilities, tests the skills you have learned in school

	No penalty for guessing
	Penalty for wrong answers

	Basic Fee: $34
ACT Plus Writing: $49.50
	Basic Fee: $49

	Writing Essay: 30 min.
	Writing Essay: 25 min.

	Perfect Score: 36
	Perfect Score: 2400

	Scores: Scores reported from the test date the student designates.  You cannot create new records by combining scores from different test dates.
	Scores: Score Choice: Students are able to select which sores they send by test date. (Some schools still require that all scores be submitted with your application.)

	Practice: Free practice online at actstudent.org
	Practice: PSAT, free online practice tools at collegboard.org

	Length: approx. 3 hours, 30 min.
	Length: approx. 3 hours, 45 min.

	Register: online at actstudent.org

School code: 030173
	Register: online at collegeboard.org

School code: 030173

	Dates: 2012-2013: Sept.8, Oct. 27, Dec. 8, Feb. 9, April 13, June 8
	Dates: 2012-2013: Oct. 6, Nov. 3, Dec. 1, Jan. 26, March 9, May 4, June 1


