2012-2013 Senior Timeline and Information

September 

· If not taken yet or your spring scores are not satisfactory, prepare and register for the ACT (www.actstudent.org) or SAT www.collegeboard.com) School Code 030-173
· Apply online to universities.  Need-based fee waivers to Arizona universities are available through the Counseling Department for students who qualify.
· If applying to out-of-state universities, check to see if the common application is used. (www.commonapp.org)

· Request that official transcript be sent from OHS.  Pick up transcript card in counseling office, turn in transcript card at the front desk, to be given to the registrar.

· If Dual Enrollment classes have been completed, request transcript from Rio Salado.  Form can be downloaded from this site; http://www.riosalado.edu/current/Pages/default.aspx, look for transcripts.
· Check online at the university website for admission status.

· Meet with college representatives when they visit OHS.

· Continue to visit colleges.

· Check on the counseling site for upcoming scholarships; oconnorguidancecounseling.weebly.com
· Register with www.scholarships.com for a free scholarship search. See your counselors to check if your college has a scholarship interest form that must be filled out.

· Sign up for volunteer and community service work.  For an updated list of opportunities, visit http://phoenix.about.com/od/volunteer/Nonprofit_Organizations_Volunteer_Opportunities.htm
· Talk to recruiters about ROTC Scholarships.
· Complete online application for NCAA if considering Division 1, 2, or 3 University.
October/November

· Continue working on applications- check for priority deadlines!
· Continue searching and applying for scholarships.
· Visit financial aid websites posted on the counseling department website.
· Meet with college representatives who come to OHS.
December /January

· To apply for Student Financial Aid (FAFSA) at www.fafsa.gov  Go online to establish a pin number and complete the application.  Apply by February 14th.  Arizona colleges start awarding on March 1st.  
· Continue searching for and applying for scholarships.  

· Meet with college representatives.
February/March

· Attend financial aid workshop – “College Goal Sunday” for information, dates, places, and times go to http://www.collegegoalsundayusa.org/studentsFamilies/calendar.cfm
· Continue searching for and applying for scholarships.
· Meet with college representatives.

April

· Review your acceptance and financial aid packages.  Visit colleges again, if necessary, before your final decision.

· Continue searching for and applying for scholarships.
· Notify counseling office of any scholarships and awards received, so you can be recognized at the senior ceremony!

· If attending a community college arrange for a time to visit, take placement exams, and register.
May 

· Notify the college of your choice of your acceptance and return appropriate paperwork.

· Take AP exams if you are eligible.
· Attend the Senior Awards Ceremony on Monday, May 20, 2013.

· Continue searching for and applying for scholarships.
· At senior checkout, request final transcript to be sent to the university you plan to attend.  If playing sports at a Division 1, 2, or 3 colleges complete your NCAA clearinghouse requirements; i.e. send your official final transcript to them.

· If you have taken community college classes other than Rio Salado, request from them that your college transcripts get sent to your college of choice.

· Graduate!
Glossary

ABOR GPA – Arizona Board of Regents Grade Point Average is based on only the competency courses needed for admission to an Arizona University.  The ABOR GPA is unweighted.

Arizona Competency Courses – The 16 classes required for admission to an Arizona University. 

Award Letter – A letter sent by the college/university describing the type and amount of aid and listing specific information about the student’s responsibilities and the conditions that govern the award.  Generally, the award letter gives students the opportunity to accept or decline the aid or parts of the aid.  The letter also includes a deadline date by which to respond.

Bachelor’s Degree – A degree received after the satisfactory completion of a four or five year, full time program of study at a university. (This can be either at the same institution or partial time at a community college with completion at the university in the upper division courses for a program of studies.)

CEEB Code –   Also known as a school code.  SDOHS’s code is 030-173

Common Application – A standard application form distributed by the National Association of Secondary School Principals to colleges.  Over 391 colleges now belong. (www.commonapp.org)
Dual Enrollment – The practice of students taking college courses during the high school day and receiving high school and college credit.  Many OHS student are dual enrolled with Rio Salado Community College.

Estimated Family Contribution (EFC) – Estimated Family contribution is derived from a need analysis of the family’s overall financial circumstances to determine a student’s eligibility for federal student aid.

FAFSA – Free Application for Federal Student Aid.  A form completed by all applicants for federal student aid.  The FAFSA is filed after January 1st of the year for which one is seeking aid, typically the spring of the senior year.  FAFSA is completed online at www.fafsa.gov
Major – The student’s academic field of specialization. 

Residency – Minimum amount of time a student is required to have lived in a state in order to be eligible for in-state tuition.

Rolling Admission – An admissions procedure by which the university considers each student’s application as soon as all of the required information is received, such as application, transcript, fee, and test scores.  Arizona universities usually notify an applicant of its decision in four to six weeks.

Student Aid Report (SAR) – A report produced by the U.S. Department of Education and sent to students who have filed the FAFSA as well as the federal calculated result, which the financial aid office will use in determining the student’s eligibility for a Federal grand and other federal student aid programs.
Transcript – A copy of a student’s official academic record listing all courses taken and grades received.  An official transcript has a school stamp and is in a sealed envelope. If the envelope is opened by anyone other than the requestor, the official transcript is void.  An unofficial transcript does not have a school stamp and does not have to be in a sealed envelope.
Visit the O’Connor High School Counseling Department website for links to all information listed in this packet!

www.oconnorguidancecounseling.weebly.com
https://sdohs.dvusd.org/
